
An Update from CCKids on COVID-19

Communities Connected for Kids - following the lead of the Florida
Department of Children and Families - expects to begin reopening offices
by early June. To guide the process safely, the organization is creating a
re-entry plan that will include personal protective equipment and
accommodations for staff with compromised immune systems and for
those who are unable to secure childcare for their children.

Please continue reading for more COVID-19 updates as they relate to
CCKids and the local system of care:

Technology Reveals New Opportunities

Providers in CCKids' system of care are reporting increased
engagements with the families they serve. More families are able to
schedule and keep appointments, and case managers and other service
providers are getting more face time with their clients due to the
convenience of video conferencing. Systems throughout the state now
are looking at what tasks can remain virtual.

Adoptions Continue

Adoptions have not stopped in our community. In fact, 178 children have
been adopted so far this year. If your family is interested in attending a
virtual orientation about adoption, email tcadoptions@chsfl.org.

Foster Parents Attend Virtual Training

Foster parent training and licensing is another area that has remained
operational thanks to video conferencing. Prospective caregivers are
attending classes online, and home visits are being done virtually.

If you are thinking about being a foster parent but concerns about
COVID-19 keep you from moving forward, we ask you to reconsider. We
are working on plans to safely quarantine children who come into care
during the state of emergency, and we really do need you more than
ever. Call (772) 873-7800 and ask for Jerra to get started.

May is Foster Parent Appreciation Month

Foster families were essential to our work long before the coronavirus
established itself in our community. They open their homes, welcome
children into their lives and often offer themselves as mentors to
struggling parents. They kept their doors open even when so many of us
sheltered alone to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Foster Parent
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Appreciation Month is a way to say thank you. Here are a few ways to
get involved:

Donate a Care Package. Today is the last day to sign up for the
Adopt a Foster Family program. Email christina.kaiser@cckids.net
for information about donating a care package and where to drop it
off. Limited pick up available.

Make masks. If you are making masks for our local health-care
heroes, consider making a few for foster parents, too.

Donate diapers. It's not easy - or safe - for a foster parent with
multiple children to visit store after store looking for toiletries and
diapers. If you can help, call us and we'll tell you where to ship
purchases made online or where to drop off once offices reopen.

Abuse Calls are Down

Calls to the state's abuse registry continue to decrease - something we
expected would happen when schools and day-care centers closed and
teachers could no longer see their students in person.

Make no mistake: Child abuse has not stopped. It is essential that
everyone in our community remain alert for the sights and sounds of child
abuse. If you hear or see something that makes you think a child is being
hurt, you must report it to 1-800-96-ABUSE. It's the law.

For more information about any of today's updates, please email
Christina Kaiser. And remember, we are all mandated reporters and must
stay vigilant against child abuse.

Look for us next week, when we return to our usual newsletter format.
We'll share pictures of our Adopt a Foster Family initiative and let you
know about some of our donors, sponsors - and of course foster parents
- who helped make it all possible.
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