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Local Law Firm Puts the
Phil in Philanthropic

Vero Beach – CCKids thanks the Law Office of Philip DeBerard for donating
space on its digital billboards in Vero Beach and Stuart. Billboard art like the
one above ran the first two weeks in June, highlighting the community's need
for foster parents.

The law office also featured CCKids as part of its Phil-Anthropic Friday social-
media campaign, posting and sharing foster-parent recruitment information
earlier in the month.

And while the free billboard space was for a two-week period only, DeBerard's
office will continue to use the art as filler throughout the year.

"Philip and I are excited to schedule 2021 with out community partners and
offer up space on our digital billboards, " said Michelle Miller, marketing
manager for the office. "It's a pleasure to give back to our community here on
the Treasure Coast."
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It's one more tool in the recruitment toolbox, said Christina Kaiser, CCKids
community relations director.

"We need this message everywhere - in the newspaper, in magazines, on social
media and on the road, which, thanks to Philip DeBerard, we have now," Kaiser
said.

Interested in learning more about becoming a foster parent? Call (772) 873-
7800 and ask for Jerra.

We are Proud of Our Diverse
Youth
By Margie Dotson, Road to Success Specialist

St. Lucie West - A growing body of research is showing
that LGBTQ youth nationally are over-represented in
foster care, possibly due to increased isolation and
discrimination.

A study conducted in 2019 by the American Academy
of Pediatrics found that 30.4 percent of youth in foster care identify as LGBTQ,
compared to 11.2 percent of all youth identifying as LGBTQ in a nationally
representative sample reported in the same study.

Education and advocacy is paramount because these youth and young adults
experience a greater degree of victimization and rejection than their non-
LGBTQ counterparts (Baams L, Wilson BDM, Russell) and, as a result, are more
likely to attempt suicide, according to a 2021 research brief by the Trevor
Project.

Here at Communities Connected for Kids, we take great PRIDE in celebrating
the lives, voices and culture of our LGBTQ youth, and we are committed to
providing a comprehensive network of services to ensure that they are
supported and respected.

One young adult, in particular, comes to mind.

Our teams at CCKids advocated for her to live in an LGBTQ group home with
specialized supports and, when she left the home to return to the Treasure
Coast, we advocated for her to be allowed to continue expressing her gender
identity.

Our placement team found a new group home for the youth and, through
education and advocacy, worked hard for a better understanding of her needs
to ensure the placement wouldn't break down.

For her graduation from high school, our Road to Success team arranged for
professional makeup and hair installation at a salon. And, working together
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https://www.childrensrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019.02.12-LGBTQ-Youth-in-Unstable-Housing-and-Foster-Care.pdf
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/


with the courts, we made sure she received specialized therapy before
receiving gender-reassignment surgery as an adult.

This young person, who we are so proud of, has now graduated with her
Aesthetician Certification and is a certified makeup artist and model in New
York.

Calendar Shows Ways to Celebrate Family
St. Lucie West –Communities Connected for Kids is proud to share its 2021
Community Care Calendar, a 30-day activity and affirmation series designed to
celebrate National Reunification Month and the hard work of getting children
safely back home.

Returning children to healthier, stronger and stable families is the goal of our
community of care and the result of hard work shared by birth families, social-
work professionals and caregivers, alike.

Help us celebrate the 160 families who have been reunified this year by
browsing the Care Calendar for suggested activities. Text an affirmation to a
birth parent, email a dependency case manager or thank a therapist - just a
few of the suggestions you'll find on the calendar.



Click the image above for a complete calendar, or follow us on social media for
weekly suggestions.

And don't forget to check out our Facebook page on June 30, when we will
post our "Moment of Cheer" video. Please share it to your own social-media
platforms. It's just one more way to support our reunified families.

https://www.facebook.com/connectedforkids

